Nitrates
handled
cheaply?

SCIENTIST TALKS
OF WASTEWATER
SYSTEMS

By LEE SUTTER
Thr Sur BuLLenn

A Cayucos scientist said he
knows how to cheaply solve
Los Os09" pitrate problem,
but has felt discouraged in
the past by the lack of inter-
est from governing agencies.

John Alexander presenied
his ideas at a meeting June 7
for Citizens for an Affordable
Safe Eavironment.

Alexander and others ad-
dressed possible alternatives
to the Los Osos Community
Setvices District's $84.6 mil-
lion plan to install a central-
ized sewer to clean up the ni-
trates in the area, said to be
caused by septic tanks.

The Sun Bulletin inler
viewed Alexander before the
meeting.

"The treatment plant water
isn'l nearly as clean as wha
we're lalking about,” Alexan-
der said. In fact, one of his -
ventions, the galvanic agghu
linator, was desigmed (o clean
up the mess made after tradi-
tional sewer treatment plants
were ysed or in indusiry
where traditional treatment
doesn’t work, he said. In ad-
dition to removing nilrales,
his  system  removes
pathogens and heavy melals,
which the standard treatment
plants don't.

“] hope that we can take
care of all our problems —
waler, flooding and so called
pitrate problem — all for un-
der $10 million,” Alexander
said. “It really grieves e to
see the people Laking such a
licking in Los Osos.”

But Alexander acknowl-
edged the Regional Waler
Quality Control Board is call-
ing the shots, and hasn'l ac-
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cepted any of the solutions the
CSD offered except a centralized
system,

Alexander said he presented
his solutions for cleaning up Los
Osos’ problems even before the
LOCSD was formed, when the
CSA9 was looking a1 the nitrale
situation,

He'd also gave information to
former supervisor Bud Laurent,
the County of San Luis Obispo,
and the Regional Water Quality
Control Board.

*T'd given them four different
methods.”  Alexander  said,
adding, *1 never gol any re-
sponse,” other than being told
nothing new would be done. *1
figured it's a hopeless case,”
Alexander said.

But he became involved again
this past year, after CASE formed
and began to hold public meet-
ings and broadcast on cable Lele-
vision.

The CSD sewer is “unbeliev-
ably expensive,” Alexander be-
lieves, and serves no practical
purpose.

He said that the CSD board has
hired consultants (hat make mon-
ey un big systems, who in turn
find data to support using cen-
tralized scwers.

Alexander said his plan, at an
cighth of the cost, involves iri-
tially pumping the upper aquifer
from some existing contaminated
wells, treating it and putting it in-
to the bay.

Onee the water table is low-
ered, then most of the Jeach lines
from the septic tanks would work
again, he said.

The next step would invelve
buying fand up valley, pumping
treated water to irrigation areas
there, with the water underneath
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the land serving as areserve sup-
ply for Los (sos.

Alexander differs with those
who have said farmers aren'l in-
terested. He said farmers have
{old him they like the idea.  ~

Eventually, Alexander would
like 10 the excess water used in a
shellfish industry, giving the comr
mumty a means to make money
to pay lor the syslem.

1 owering the upper aquifer wa-
{er tablc would allow existing sep-
tic tanks that are too close to wa-
\er to work effectively, he said.

Although the controlling agen-
cies say that 30 fect is necessary
between the tanks and the
aquifer, Alexander said with Los
Osos soil, only 6 feet of dry soil is
needed to clean up the waste.

Although the CSD and
RWQCB have said the Porter
Cologne Act reslricts moving wa
ter, Alexander feels that's a con-
venient excuse for the governing
agencies not 1o consider the ex-
port plan.

Alexander said that law is bro-
ke all the time, such as with the
California aqueduct, or moving
water frem Nacimiento or San
Antoniv lakes or allowing farmers
to cxchange water amongs!
themselves.

Because Alexander gets royak
lies from his water-cleansing in-

ventions, he’s wary of seeming

self-serving. He offers his equip
iment for free for the experiment
“1 would loan the community
equipment that would knock ni-
trates and pathogens out of the
water if they would just put in
lines te the bay.

One to three systents could
handle 1 1/2 millien galloas of
water a day. Six wells are already
available to punp from, he said.

Even though the danger of ni-
{rales is stilt disputed — based on
two eases of blue baby syndrome
- Alexander sees no point in ad-
dressing that now, sioce the
RWQCH is focused on reducing
nitrales.

One of Alexander's recent pro-
jucts was assisling two carrol-pro-
vessing plants in Bakersficld who
have gone from using 8 million
gallons of water a day lo a half
niftion, the scientist said.

Alexander is seeking o help
his neighbors in the South Bays
as part of his global outlook, nat
for personal gain.

“My main thrust is to try to
solve waler and pollution prob-
lems and even famine in the
world,” he said.

John Alexander Research is a
versatile environmental solulions
corporation, he said, and among
reasons the International Bio-
graphical Center named him sci-
entist of the year. Among other
honors: the International Who's
Whe.

While president, Ronald Rea-
gan named Alexander to his sei-
ence commitice.



